
 

 

 
Education In North Korea  

 
Education in North Korea is highly centralized and state-funded, with a system designed to 
promote the government's ideology. Here's an overview:  
 
Structure  

1. Kindergarten: 1 year  
2. Primary Education: 4 years (ages 6-9)  
3. Secondary Education: 6 years (ages 10-15)  
4. Higher Education: University and specialized institutions  

Key Features  
• Universal and Free: Education is compulsory and free for all children [1] [3].  
• Ideological Training: The curriculum heavily emphasizes the teachings of 
Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il, and Kim Jong-un, alongside traditional subjects [1].  
• Extracurricular Activities: Students participate in various activities, 
including military training and collective farming [1].  

Higher Education  
• Universities: Institutions like Kim Il-sung University and Kim Chaek 
University of Technology are prominent. Admission is highly competitive and 
often influenced by political loyalty [1].  
• Technical and Vocational Schools: These schools focus on practical skills 
and are crucial for the country's workforce [1].  

Challenges  
• Resource Limitations: Despite the emphasis on education, resources are 
often limited, affecting the quality of education [2].  
• Isolation: International collaboration is minimal, limiting exposure to global 
educational standards and practices [2].  
 

Education in North Korea is a tool for both personal development and political 
indoctrination, reflecting the country's unique socio-political landscape [1] [2] [3].  
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