
 

                                Propaganda & Mind-Control in North Korea 
 
 
Propaganda and mind control are central to the North Korean regime's strategy for 
maintaining power and control over its population. Here are some key aspects of how 
these tactics are employed:  
 

1. Cult of Personality: The Kim family, particularly Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il, and 
Kim Jong-un, are portrayed as almost divine figures. This cult of personality is 
reinforced through constant praise in media, education, and public life. Statues, 
portraits, and monuments dedicated to the leaders are ubiquitous, and citizens 
are required to show reverence.  
 

2. Control of Information: The North Korean government tightly controls all 
information. State-run media is the only source of news, and it consistently 
promotes the regime's narrative while demonizing foreign countries, especially 
the United States and South Korea. Access to foreign media is strictly prohibited, 
and those caught consuming it face severe punishment.  
 

3. Education System: From a young age, North Koreans are indoctrinated 
through the education system. Textbooks and curricula are designed to instill 
loyalty to the regime and the Kim family. Historical events are often distorted to 
fit the regime's narrative, and students are taught to view the Kim family as their 
protectors and saviors.  
 

4. Public Displays and Mass Rallies: The regime organizes large-scale public 
displays and mass rallies to demonstrate its power and unity. These events, such 
as military parades and the Arirang Mass Games, involve thousands of 
participants and are designed to showcase the regime's strength and the 
people's loyalty [3].  
 

5. Surveillance and Fear: The regime employs an extensive surveillance 
network to monitor its citizens. Informants are encouraged to report any signs of 
dissent or disloyalty. The fear of being reported and punished creates a climate 
of distrust and compliance.  
 

6. Propaganda Posters and Slogans: Propaganda posters and slogans are 
omnipresent in North Korea. These often depict the military's strength, the unity 
of the people, and the benevolence of the Kim family. The imagery and messages 
are designed to reinforce the regime's ideology and discourage dissent.  



7. Isolation from the Outside World: North Koreans are largely isolated from 
the outside world. Travel abroad is restricted, and communication with 
foreigners is heavily monitored. This isolation helps maintain the regime's 
narrative and prevents the spread of alternative viewpoints [3].  
 

8. Psychological Manipulation: The regime uses psychological tactics to 
manipulate the population's beliefs and behaviors. This includes the use of fear, 
guilt, and loyalty to control individuals. The constant reinforcement of the 
regime's messages through various channels ensures that dissenting opinions 
are minimized.  
 

These methods of propaganda and mind control are crucial for the North Korean regime to 
maintain its grip on power. By controlling information, instilling fear, and promoting a cult 
of personality, the regime ensures that its citizens remain loyal and compliant.  
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